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.
:
e xpenences
of British Women during the Colonization of
East & West Florida
by Deborah L. Bauer
n Aprill767, a young woman named Miss Row married a man who
had proposed to her several times over the past year and a half
despite the fact that he was not the same man with whom she had
engaged in a torrid affair in British East Florida. 1 When Miss Row mar-

I
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Historian's biannual conference.
1.
Many particulars of Miss Row's life seemingly have been lost to history. Her first
name and even an approximate date of birth remain currently unknown. She was
born in Edinburgh, the daughter ofJohn Row (alternatively spelled "Rowe"). Her
father was a mathematician and surveyor before he moved the family to Maryland
where he served as a sheriff in Prince George County. She had at least one brother who accompanied tl1e family to East Florida in 1766. She married William
Gerard De Brahm in 1767 in East Florida. The historical record is unclear, but Miss
Row may have had children by De Brahm, possibly several daughters who did not
survive childhood. She died of fever on the morning of September 8, 1775, in
Charleston Harbor aboard H.M.S. Cherokee, two days after its arrival in South
Carolina. She was buried in Charleston on September 10, 1775. AJ. Monison,
'John G. De Brahm," The South Atlantic Quarterly21, no. 3 Quly 1922): 254; Mabel
L. Webber, ed., "Death Notices from the South Carolina and American General
Gazette, and Its Continuation," The Rayal Gazette, May 1766-June 1782," The South
CarolinaHistmicalMagazine 17, no. 2 (April1916): 93; and Charles L. Mowat, "That
Odd Being De Brahm," Flnrida Histurical Quarterly 20, no. 4 (April1942): 336. De
Brahm mourned the loss of his second wife noting his "loss" in COITespondence
that fall to the Earl of Dartmouth. The Manuscripts of the Earl ofDartrrwuth, Vol-ume
II: American Papers (London: Printed for Her Majesty's Stationary Office by Kyre
and Spottiswoode, 1895) , 182. De Brahm eventually remanied in 1776, taking as
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ried William Gerard De Brahm, a German who recently had been
appointed as Surveyor General of the Southern Colonies, it ended a
tumultuous period in her life that had begun when she immigrated to
East Florida sometime between late 1764 and early 1766. 2 Within a
few months of her arrival, Row had embarked on a secret love affair
with Dr. Robert Catherwood, which ended in an abrupt and very public repudiation that almost shattered her reputation and did break her
heart. 3
Miss Row serves as a typical example of the type of British
women who immigrated to East and West Florida between 1763
and 1775. Her relatively high social standing in the colony was
indicated by the fact that Miss Row often accompanied her father
to various prominent social engagements held in the provincial
capital of St. Augustine after her family moved there in the mid1760s from Maryland. 4 GeneralJames Grant, a fellow Scot and former military officer appointed by the British crown as the first
royal governor of East Florida in 1764, hosted the colony's most
prominent social functions at his residence, the Government
House. Miss Row became so well-known to the socially exuberant
governor that he developed a very high opinion of the young
woman, whom he believed to be "a good gir1." 5 However, on a cool
and rainy night in January 1766, shortly after the New Year celebrations, Miss Row attended one of Grant's dinner parties, and in a

2.

3.

4.

5.

his third wife Mary Drayton Fenwick, the sister of his friend and fellow East Florida
colonist, William Drayton. His third and most famous wife played a crucial role in
De Brahm's decision to move to Pennsylvania at the end of the American
Revolution and his conversion to Quakerism. Morrison, 'John G. De Brahm," 255.
James Grant to Andrew Turnbull, April 26, 1767, in "The Letters of Dr.
Andrew Turnbull," ed . Daniel L. Schafer, Florida History Online,
http:/ / www. unf. edu/ floridahistoryonline / Turnbull/ le tters/ 2. h tm (accessed
October 20, 2010) .
A surgeon assigned to the military garrison at Fort St. Marks, Catherwood's
poor character was well-known to all but apparently Miss Row. Governor
Grant described Catherwood as "a mean dog, worthless beyond belief or conception ... he is a sot, a lyer, and a coward." DanielL. Schafer, "The Diary of
Governor James Grant Recorded in His Own Hand at the Governor's House
in St. Augustine, Florida, fromJanuary 1, 1767 to March 6, 1767," ElEscribano
41 (2004) : 82.
Abridgement of Governor Grant's Deportment Against the Surveyor General
William Gerard, Dartmouth Manuscript, Folder I, 1766- March, 25, 1773,
Papers, 1766-1782, John Gerar William, PK Yonge Library of Florida History,
Smathers Library Special Collections, University of Florida, Gainesville,
Florida.
Grant to Andrew Turnbull, April 26, 1767, The Macpherson-Grant Papers
(Washington D.C.: Library of Congress, 2001), microfilm, roll 2.
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"poor" state she drank so much alcohol that she "got half-drunk." 6
On the surface, Miss Row's unseemly public display of semi-drunkenness might have been a mere embarrassing example of over
indulgence. However, the impetus for Miss Row's behavior resulted not from a case of social merriment accidentally overreached,
but most likely owed its providence to the fact that, at the time of
the dinner party held by Grant on January 5, she was deep in the
throes of an extramarital affair that was about to end in the exact
opposite way she had envisioned. 7 Row sacrificed her virginity and
her good name on the promise of a marriage that never materialized. Issues stemming from Miss Row's gender and sexuality ultimately led to some of the colony's leading governmental officials
taking advantage of her situation to solve larger political issues
while ignoring any social concerns aside from safely marrying the
'ruined' Miss Row off to a man willing to accept as wife a woman
of less than sterling character.
Overwhelmed at Catherwood's blatant rejection of both her
and their romance, combined with the fact that her social and
moral reputations lay in tatters, Miss Row turned to her family for
h elp. After confessing her imprudent and ill-advised relationship

6.
7.

Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James, " 73.
In the first week of February 1766, Catherwood told Miss Row that "they must
part forever." Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James," 82. He further made
it clear to Miss Row that he desired an end to the ir affair, not because he
wished to marry her as his repeated vows to do so had promised. Instead, he
wished to end the affair so that he could immediately wed, upon her arrival,
his fiancee, Jane Shades, a woman presently expected in St. Augustine. Jane
Shades arrived in St. Augustine and married Robert Catherwood by February
22, 1766. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James," 83, 90. The duplicitous
nature of Catherwood's insincere proposal thus clear, Miss Row despairingly
confessed her indiscretion to her father and brothers in the hopes that they
could exert enough pressure on Catherwood to compel him to honor his
promise of marriage to her. Infuriated, John Row confronted Catherwood
after complaining to Governor Grant of his daughter's debauchment. The
surgeon initially claimed that Miss Row had lied to h e r father because
Catherwood "denied he had ever made [such] proposals" before their affair
commenced. Further enraged at the aspersions cast on his daughter's character, John Row sufficiently intimidated Catherwood finally to confess that even
if he h ad proposed to Miss Row, he did not intend to repudiate his engagement to Jane Shades. In order to uphold some semblance of his daughter's
sullied honor, Row challenged Catl1erwood to a duel, a prospect that apparently scared the surgeon so badly that he went on a drunken binge, drinking
huge quantities of rum in order to avoid the duel. Apparently, Cather·wood
preferred dishonor and public humiliation to the possibility of death at the
hands of a n enraged father. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James," 82-83.
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with Catherwood to her father, the family set about finding a solution to the problem of her ruined social status. In the very small
social circles of the upper society in British Florida, Row's affair
with Catherwood was well-known, thus limiting her chances of
achieving a respectable marriage. If not for the intervention of her
father, and their friend Governor Grant, the rumors stemming
from her sexual indiscretions might have forfeited her place in the
polite society of colonial British Florida once her peers labeled her
as a woman of loose morals. 8 The newly established social order of
British East Florida might privately tolerate personal impropriety
as colonists at least attempted to maintain some veneer of social
and moral propriety in public.
Grant, a shrewd opportunist, viewed Row's social gaffe as the
potential solution to a larger political conundrum he faced. In a
blatant example of how women of the eighteenth century could be
used for patriarchal purposes, Grant hoped to bind her family to
that of William Gerard De Brahm, a prestigious royal official, who
recently had arrived in St. Augustine. Grant wanted De Brahm to
become a part of East Florida's fledging social order in the belief
that a person of his rank would help attract other influential immigrants to the colony. Grant made the following proposal to De
Brahm and John Row. If De Brahm would consent to wed Miss
Row, Grant would personally negotiate the marriage contract and
give both De Brahm and john Row his own "sacred promises of...
friendship and assistance." 9 Grant further sweetened the deal with
the promise of other colonial appointments for Row, his son, and
De Brahm. Both De Brahm and Row, eager to accept Grant's offer
of power, influence, and social prestige, agreed to bargain. Miss
Row's marriage to De Brahm would act as a final confirmation of
8.

9.

Governor Grant saw Miss Row's situation as an opportunity that could solve
one of his larger problems-how to keep William Gerard De Brahm in St.
Augustine after the death of his first wife, Wilhelmina, who had died in
February 1765. Obituary, Georgia Gazette, February 21, 1765. De Brahm, a
German who had arrived in St. Augustine the previous year from Georgia,
lived with his only child, a teenage daughter named Wilhelmina Inoxina De
Brahm. De Brahm's daughter had been baptized on November 11, 1752,
making her age approximately thirteen at the time of her arrival in East
Florida. Mrs. R. W. Hutson, ed. , "Register Kept by the Rev. Wm. Hutson, of
Stoney Creek Independent Congregational Church and (Circular)
Congregational Church in Charles TownS. C. 1743-1760," The South Carolina
Historical and Genealogical Magazine 38, no. 1 Uanuary 1937): 30.
Abridgement of Governor Grant's Deportment Against the Surveyor General
William Gerard.
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everything to which the men had agreed. But none of the men
thought to consult the would-be bride, who emphatically rejected
De Brahm's proposal several times before she accepted after experiencing more than a year of De Brahm's tenacious wooing. 10
Miss Row's story indicates that the experiences of white
European women who lived in the British Floridas were more complex and the nature of their thoughts and experiences much more
intricately tied to the social and political fabric of the colonies than
historians have previously argued.ll The limited historiography has
confined the experiences ofwomen in British Florida to one of two
extremes. A romanticized or glamorized historiographical view perpetuates the notion that women who lived in British Florida were all
"ladies [who] were charming, well traveled, gowned in panniered
silk with excellent jewels" and spent all their time attending various
"balls and social assemblies." 12 As such, the contributions women
made to the establishment of colonial order and its eventual success
were limited. A practical historiographic view that downplays the
varied contributions of women to the colonies contends that "as was
typical for almost any frontier community, women were scarce in

10.

11.

12.

The reasons why Miss Row rejected De Brahm's initial proposal are unknown.
Perhaps she did not envision herself marrying a man more than twice her age.
De Brahm was born on August 12, 1718, making surveyor forty-seven at the
time of his courtsh ip of Miss Row. Louis de Vorsey Jr., "East Florida on the Eve
of the Revolution," in Eighteenth-Century Florida and Its Borderlands, ed. Samuel
Proctor (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1975) , 82. Maybe she did
not feel comfortable accepting so sudden an offer of marriage from a man she
hardly knew to satisfy the politically expedient purposes of others. De Brahm
made his first formal proposal of marriage to Miss Row the same week that he
began to court her. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James," 85-86. Possibly
she was so still upset over Catherwood's rejection of her that Miss Row was in
no mood to receive De Brahm's public courtship of her when he came to call
on February 12, 1766, a mere week after Catherwood's embarrassment at the
hands of Miss Row's father. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James," 85-86,90.
A major study of women who lived in Florida during the British years has yet
to be published. The only secondary sources that make scant reference to the
experiences of women who lived in British Florida can be found in Lucy
Worthington Blackman's The Women ofFlorida. Blackman claims to devote several pages of her narrative to the subject. In reali ty, Blackman's comments on
women in the period amount to brief references about the Turnbull colony
at New Smyrna and broad commentary on the fate of all Loyalists in British
Florida during the years of the American Revolution. See Lucy Worthington
Blackman , The Women of Florida, Volume One: The Narrative Qacksonville, Fla.:
The Southern Historical Publishing Associates, 1940), 49-53.
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Florida: The Long Frontier (New York: Harper and
Row, 1967), 109.
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British Florida." 13 Such scarcity, according to this latter view, indicates that the experience of women in British Florida was not different from those of other women living on the colonial frontier
and thus merits no further study. Both extremes are false. As a
result, the question must be asked ... who were the women who voluntarily immigrated to Florida during the British years, and what
were their experiences while living there? This study seeks to identify and consider how the most common experiences of British
women who immigrated to East and West Florida in the 1760s and
1770s shaped their daily lives. It also hopes to establish a foundation
from which other scholars may consider future questions related to
the complex socio-cultural development of East and West Florida in
a growth and development cycle permanently interrupted by the
British defeat at the end of American Revolution when British
dominion in the Floridas ended. 14 However, before the consequences of the British defeat at Yorktown on East and West Florida
can be fully assessed, the British victory at Havana during the
French and Indian War must be acknowledged. Without the British
victory in Cuba in 1762, the birth of the British colonies of East and
West Florida never would have occurred.
The British capture of Havana harbor on August 13, 1762,
ensured that the Spanish, allies of the French, would have to make
substantial concessions to the British at the Paris peace negotiations if
they wished to regain undisputed control of the highly prized island of
Cuba. The concession named by the British as the key to the return of
Cuba to the Spanish was Florida. 15 Throughout the early 1700s, Great

13.

J. Leitch Wright, "Floridians Toast King George III," in Born of The Sun, eds. Joan

E. Gill and Beth R. Read (Hollywood: Florida Bicentennial Commemorative
Journal, 1975), 15.
14. It is necessary to use a qualitative approach to complete an initial assessment of
the experiences of women in British Florida because the socio-cultural trends
only last for a twenty-one year cycle. It is not possible to employ a broad demographic approach to the study of women in British Florida because British control of the colonies lasted for only one generation, between 1763 and 1784.
While some limited statistical analysis may be possible to measure specific demographic trends within the twenty-one year period, such as birth, death, immigration, and emigration, and property ownership rates, a firm historiographical
foundation regarding the social history of women in the British Floridas must
first be established via a narrative framework. For the use of historical narrative
as a tool of social historians, see, Frank Ankersmit and Hans Kellner, eds., A New
Philosophy of History (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995).
15. Fred Anderson, Crucible of War: The Seven Years ' War and the Fate of Empire in
British North America, 1754-1766 (New York: Vintage Books, 2001), 504-506.
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Britain had wished to obtain Florida as a colony of its own with the goal
of cementing an entire continent of British hegemony in colonial
North America. The Treaty of Paris (1763) that ended the French and
Indian War allowed the achievement of that goal by the British. The
British government immediately hoped to remake the former Spanish
territories in the images of its new colonial brethren, i.e., the southern
colonies of Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia. 16 British
women, imported from Great Britain itself, often via other colonies,
would play a key role in this process. British women offered, in the
words of Kathleen Wilson, "civility, refinement, and sensibility ... on
behalf of the common good" as governmental and military officials
sought to make East and West Florida the latest success stories for the
expansion of British imperial power and prestigeP As a result, the
acquisition of Florida by the British in 1763 began a new opportunity
for British women during the late eighteenth century.
The common social and cultural backgrounds of white women
who immigrated to the British Floridas between 1763 and 1775
stemmed from the fact that most were born and resided for many
years in Great Britain. The majority of the women possessed some
level of basic literacy with many of the female family members of
governmental officials and military officers having received enough
education that they could maintain regular correspondence with
distant family members, read the Bible and other literary works, as
well as calculate basic arithmetic. Many of these women also received
training in the "feminine" arts of music, dancing, sewing, cooking,
and housekeeping. Although women had differing levels of piousness and religiosity, almost all the women in colonial British Florida
were members of Protestant denominations, with the majority being
members of the Church of England. While not all of these women
were a part of the oldest, richest colonial elite social circles, many of

16.

17.

The seminal works on East Fl01ida during the British years are, the classic
monograph, Charles L. Mowat, East Florida as a British Province, 1763-1784
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1943) and the more recent work,
Daniel L. Schafer, St. Augustine's British Years, 1763-1784 (St. Augustine, Fla.:
St. Augustine Historical Society, 2002). The most important works on West
Florida during the British years include the classic work, Cecil Johnson,
BTitish West Florida, 1763-1783 (1942; repr., New Haven, CT: Archon Books,
1971), and the more recent work, Robin F.A. Fabel , The Economy of British West
Florida, 1763-1783 (Tuscaloosa.: University of Alabama Press, 1988) .
Kathleen Wilson , "Empire, Gender, and Modernity in the Eighteenth
Century," in Gender and Empire, ed. Philippa Levine (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2004), 20.
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them came from economically prosperous families of English,
Scottish, or Irish heritage. Many of these women shared kinship relations with other prominent families in bustling colonial ports such
as Boston, Charleston, New York, and Philadelphia. In addition,
Miss Row's demographic background supports this profile given her
birthplace of Edinburgh in Scotland, her family's established ties to
the colony of Maryland, and her father's professions as a mathematician and land surveyor. 18 The complex story of Miss Row's arranged
marriage further shows how social historians may reconstruct the
complex intertwining of public and personal affairs in a small demographic population that thrived on gossip and innuendo.
During the years of British supremacy in East and West Florida,
the population of each colony remained relatively modest. 19 It is difficult to make an accurate determination of the British population
in the Floridas during the early years of settlement, before the
American Revolution flooded both East and West Florida with
Loyalist refugees, as the British never conducted an official census of
either province. However, most estimates place the population of
East Florida at around 3000 individuals, approximately 1000 white
settlers and 2000 Mrican or mulatto slaves, during the preRevolutionary years. 20 The initial population of West Florida, con18. Abridgement of Governor Grant's Deportment Against the Surveyor General
William Gerard.
19. One of the preeminent historians of British East Florida, Charles L. Mowat,
categorizes the development of the province into two distinct phases, 1763
until 1775 marking the colonial era of East Florida under British control while
1775 until 1784 remains firmly the province of Revolutionary British East
Florida. This study follows Mowat's model of dating the phases of British control in East Florida. See Charles L. Mowat, "St. Augustine Under the British
Flag, 1763-1775," Florida Historical Quarterly 20, no. 2 (October 1941): 131-150.
20. Most estimates of the population of East Florida between 1763 and 1775 are
based upon the figures of collected in William Gerar De Brahm's History of the
Three Provinces. De Brahm estimated in the late 1760s that East Florida had a
permanent population during this period of approximately 3000 people.
William Gerald De Brahm, De Brahms Report on the General Survey in the Southern
District of North America, ed. Louis De Vorsey Jr. (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 1971), 180-186.John R. Dunkle further refines and elaborates
upon this number in his demographic study on of St. Augustine, placing the
white population of the province at about 500. See John R. Dunkle, "Population
Change as an Element in the Historical Geography of St. Augustine," Florida
Historical Quarterly 37, no. 1 (July 1958): 10-13. The population of Pensacola in
West Florida is harder to estimate, but according to his survey records, royal
engineer Elias Durnford estimated the population of West Florida in 1774 to be
approximately 3100, including slaves, after almost a decade of growth. See
Johnson, British West Florida, 148-149. The population of East and West Florida
both ignore the population demography of Native American women.
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol89/iss2/3
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sisting of an even smaller community of immigrants to Pensacola
than the limited number of men and women who arrived in St.
Augustine in the 1760s, did not number more than a few hundred
during the early years of British dominion. However, British women
had a much more crucial role to play in the success or failure of
Great Britain's new colonies than mere statistics. Beginning in late
1763, British women arrived in East and West Florida, initiating an
immigration pattern that would last for twenty-one years. Upon their
arrival in the capitals of St. Augustine and Pensacola, the first challenge women faced was navigating the infant social order of polite
British society as it had been established on the southernmost frontier in colonial North America. Their task, hard to complete under
ideal conditions, became even more difficult when combined with
the deplorable living conditions the new emigres faced.
Among the earliest arrivals in St. Augustine, the provincial capital of East Florida, was a woman named Mary Evans.21 A native of
Charleston, South Carolina, Mary had accompanied her first husband, a British soldier named Fenwick, when his regiment was transferred from Havana, Cuba, to St. Augustine in late 1764. 22 Upon
disembarkation at the Castillo de San Marcos, hastily anglicized to
the Castle Fort St. Marks, Evans, and a few other British women who
accompanied their soldier husbands to East Florida found a city in
ruins. 23 In a report to General Thomas Gage, one of the British military officers noted the "dilapidated state" of the city. Most of the
abandoned houses were in very poor condition while gardens and
streets were overgrown with weeds. 24 The conditions awaiting British
21.

Testamentary Proceedings of Maria Evans - Deposition of Manual Solana,
August 8, 1808, East Florida Papers, Bundle 302, No. 8, 173-175, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.
22. Mary (Maria) Evans was born in South Carolina in 1730. Mary married twice more
before she died childless at her plantation New Waterford, located approximately
twenty miles outside of St. Augustine, on September 30, 1792. Evans is most
famous for having lived in the Gonzalez-Alvarez House-more famously known as
the Oldest House-on St. Francis Street in St. Augustine. See Patricia C. Griffin,
"Mary Evans: A Woman of Substance," ElEscrihano 14 (1977): 2-22, 106-117.
23. For more information on the transition of the evacuation of the Floridas by the
Spanish and the arrival of the first British immigrants, see Robert L. Gold,
Borderland Empires in Transition: The Triple-Nation Transfer of Florida
(Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1969); and Wilbur H. Siebert,
"The Departure of the Spaniards and Other Groups From East Florida, 17631764," Florida Historical Quarterly 19, no. 2 (October 1940) : 145-154.
24. "Report on the State of East and West Florida." James Robertson to Thomas
Gage. March 8, 1764 C05/ 83 p. 137, National Archives/ Public Record
Office, London, Great Britain.
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women who arrived in Pensacola, West Florida's capital, differed little from their East Florida counterparts. Elizabeth Digby Pilot, wife
of an officer in the Thirty-First Regiment assigned to Pensacola, dismayed at the poor condition of the settlement in July 1765, wrote
her opinions of the dismal conditions of her new home when she
disembarked from her ship with six other women, wives of other regimental officers. 25 With the exception of the Governor's house, and
perhaps three others in modest disrepair, the remaining dwellings
were "miserable huts covered with palmettos. "26 Pilot and the other
newcomers "suffered much from the heat, and other causes. Vermin
etc. infested the place. A constant smell proceeded from a disagreeable weed which overran the ground. The reflection of the sun on
the white sand was painful to the eyes ... the soil was barren and not
a blade of grass was to be seen." 27 Given the unpleasant, and thus
depressing, state of the settlements in East and West Florida that
greeted women like Maria Evans and Elizabeth Digby Pilot upon
their arrival, it is not difficult to imagine how overwhelmed such
women may have felt at the obstacles set before them by their families. The primary tasks assigned women mirrored the usual set of
duties assigned to eighteenth-century British women: establish
respectable British homes and contribute to the formation and
development of a microcosm of polite British society despite its location in faraway outposts situated on the isolated and remote southern frontier of colonial North America. 28
25.

26.

27.
28.

Elizabeth Digby was born in 1742 in Geashill, County Laois, Ireland, to the
Reverend Benjamin and Mary Jones Digby. Elizabeth Digby married Henry Pilot
at Kilmalogue House, Portarlington, Ireland, on February 4, 1762. Henry and
Elizabeth's children were: Catherine Mary (born in 1764 at Fareham, England,
died at Pensacola, 1765),Jane (born March/ April1766 at Pensacola), Elizabeth
(born December 3, 1768 at Pensacola), Judith Henrietta (born July 1770 at
Pensacola) , Mary (born and died in 1774 in Portarlington, Ireland, at the age of
two months), Frances Oughton (born March 1775 in Manchester, England), and
Henry Digby (born January 5, 1780 in Bideford, England, and died December 28,
1804). Elizabeth died in 1826 in Bath and was buried in Weston. See Elizabeth
Digby Pilot," 'The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot" (nee Digby) Born 1742
Died 1826 With a Concluding Memoir By Her Daughter Judith Henrietta Pilot
and Notes on the Autobiography by P. L. Pielou," Unpublished Manuscript.
Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 19-21. For more on the
details of common architecture of British houses in Florida between 1763 and
1784, see Elsbeth K Gordon, Florida 's Colonial Architectural Heritage
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002), 147-214.
Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 19-21.
For more on the nature of marriage and family in eighteenth century Great
Britain, see Lawrence Stone, The Family, Sex and Marriage in England, 15001800 (New York: Harper and Row, 1977), 149-406.
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When the Spanish had controlled Florida between 1513 and
1763, individuals lived in St. Augustine due to the city's designation
as the colony's capital and its hosting of a permanent military garrison.29 Men involved in governmental or military affairs brought
their wives, daughters, and other female family members to St.
Augustine during the years of the First Spanish Period. 30 This immigration trend continued under the years of British dominion, varying only slightly when the British split the single Spanish territory
of Florida into two separate colonies. At that point, British immigrants also began residing in Pensacola. Theoretically, Pensacola
remained equal in status to St. Augustine as a colonial capital and
host to a permanent military garrison. 31 However, British women
usually did not immigrate to East or West Florida unless they
accompanied their husbands, fathers, sons, brothers, or other close
male family members. A woman living in the Floridas without the
presence of any close male family members in their households was
an anachronism, but if such a circumstance did occur, it usually
stemmed from the onset of widowhood. 32 By and large, British
women who immigrated to East and West Florida in the first years
of Great Britain's rule of its new colonies did so because of very specific and predetermined reasons.
The majority of the male population who came to Florida during the 1760s held appointments or maintained business relationships with the colonial government or the British military. As a
result, when British men immigrated to the new colonies and
29.
30.

Charles L. Mowat, "St. Augustine Under the British Flag," 134.
For more on the experience of women during the colonization of New Spain,
see Bruce A. Erickson, "Gender and Violence : Conquest, Conversion, and
Culture on New Spain's Imperial Frontier," in Gender, Race, and Religion in the
Colonization of the Americas, ed . Nora E. J affary (Burlington, VT: Ashgate,
2007), 29-38 . For an account of what life was like for women in Florida during the early eighteenth century and the last years of the First Spanish Period,
see Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida, (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1999), 136-138; and Charles W. Arnade, "The Avero Story: An Early
Saint Augustine Family with Many Daughters and Many Houses," Florida
Historical Quarterly 40, no. 1 (July 1961): 1-34.
31. Clinton N. Howard, "Colonial Pensaco
l
a: The British Period, Part I," Florida
Historical Quarterly 19, no. 2 (October 1940) : 117.
32. The legal status of British women, particularly married British women, living in
the southern colonies during the years of the ftrst phase of British settlement in
East and West Florida is discussed in-depth in Lorena S. Walsh, "The Experiences
and Status of Women in the Chesapeake, 1750-1775," in The Web ofSouthern Social
Relations: Women, Family, and Education, eds. Walter J. Fraser Jr., R. Frank Saunders
Jr., and Jon L. Wakelyn (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), 1-18.
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brought their wives, daughters, mothers, and sisters, a class distinction developed . The role that women played in St. Augustine's
society thus reflected the relationship that their family shared with
the colony's administration. For example, when Dorothy Murray
Forbes arrived in St. Augustine in March 1769, she immediately
found herself invited to the governor's house where James Grant
constantly entertained close friends at dinner parties attended by
the foremost members of the colony. 33 Forbes, newly wed to a leading church and governmental official in East Florida, was from a
prominent Scottish family who owned homes in both Wilmington,
North Carolina, and Boston, Massachusetts.34 The twenty-four year
old Forbes had moved from Boston to East Florida with her husband within a few weeks of their marriage in February 1769. Like
many British women who immigrated to British Florida between
1763 and 1775, Forbes found herself faced with a drastically different environment, though the duties expected of her by men in
East Florida differed little from those she had faced in
Massachusetts.
The mindset that Dorothy Forbes possessed upon her arrival in
St. Augustine in March 1769 mirrored the common state of mind
that many women no doubt had when they immigrated to the
Florida colonies. In a letter that Dorothy wrote to her aunt, dated six
months after her arrival in St. Augustine, Forbes wrote that although
she was "in a strange place," her family should not worry about her. 35
Forbes had spent the majority of her life in Massachusetts and North
Carolina, and East Florida seemed strange to her. Bernard Romans,
a surveyor who travelled throughout East and West Florida in the
late 1760s and early 1770s, noted that "the manners and way of life
33 . . Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8th, 1769, The
Murray Papers, New York Historical Society, New York, New York; for more
on Governor Grant's famous habit of holding lively social gatherings at the
Governor's house, see Daniel L. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James Grant
Recorded in His Own Hand at the Governor's House in St. Augustine,
Florida, fromJanuary 1, 1767 to March 6, 1767," ElEscribano41 (2004): 69-96.
34. Dorothy Murray was born on February 2, 1745, to James and Barbara Bennet
Murray in D'alton House, Tower Hill, London, England. Dorothy died at Brush
Hill, Massachusetts on June 11, 1811. She was buried in the tomb of her Aunt
Elizabeth in the Old King's Chapel Burial Ground in downtown Boston. A brief
treatment of Dorothy's life is interwoven with the details of her father's biography,
James Murray. See Nina Moore Tiffany and Susan Inches Lesley, Letters ofJames
Murray, Loyalist, ed. Nina Moore Tiffany (1901; repr., Boston: Gregg Press, 1972) .
35. Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769, in The
Murray Papers (New York: New York Historical Society).
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of the white people in Florida, differ vary greatly from those in other
provinces of America." 36 Romans observed that the common dresses worn by women "were [made of] light [fabrics] and are not very
expensive" and applauded them for their "happy frugality" in
dress. 37 Forbes, who had the luxury of immigrating to East Florida
after women had been present in the colony for a time, faced a
much easier transition process than her predecessors, but still must
have needed time to adjust to her new home. She received assistance
from other colonists who tried to help her acclimate to new surroundings and life in East Florida. In a letter written to her aunt a
few months after her arrival in East Florida, Dorothy mentioned that
she was met "with great friendship" and was particularly grateful to
"the Chief Justice's [William Drayton] Lady, Mrs. Drayton." 38 The
woman Forbes mentions in her letter to her aunt, Mary Motte
Drayton, befriended Dorothy Forbes, perhaps because Drayton had
found herself in Forbes' same situation not so long before and also
wanted new companionship hersel£. 39 Both Forbes and Drayton
were women who, by virtue of their husband's positions, could claim
membership in the elite status of the most powerful group of women
in the colony. In addition, they came from similar socio-economic
and cultural backgrounds that may have made each more attractive
to the other as a potential social companion. Forbes herself wrote to
her aunt that she believed this to be one of the main reasons driving
Mary Drayton's overtures of friendship as "our situation is alike, as
she has left all her friends which makes her, I suppose, have a fellow
feeling for me." 40
36. Bernard Romans, A Concise Natural History ofEast and West Florida, ed. Kathryn
E. Holland Braund (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1999), 157.
37. Ibid.
38. Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769.
39. Mary Motte was born to Jacob Motte and Elizabeth Martin Motte on January 8,
1740 in South Carolina. Mary Motte married William Drayton of Magnolia Hall in
Charleston, South Carolina on October 4, 1759. She gave birth to nine children:
William (born July 6, 1760 in South Carolina and died May 9, 1764); Elizabeth
(born August 16, 1761 and died young);Jacob (born November20, 1762 and died
August 11, 1806 in Charleston); Hannah (born March 18, 1764) ; Mary Charlotte
(born August 19, 1766) ; William Percival (born September 30, 1768 and died May
23, 1769); Sarah Motte (born May 29, 1773 and died July 9, 1843 in Philadelphia);
Thomas (born 1775 and died July 1, 1794); and William (born October 20, 1776
in St. Augustine and died January 17, 1846 in Philadelphia). Mary died on May 19,
1778 and was buried at a cemetery in Ramsgate, England. See Emily Heyword
Drayton Taylor, "The Draytons of South Carolina and Philadelphia," Publications
of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 8, no. 1 (March 1921): 1-27.
40. Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769.
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While many women who lived in the British Floridas had to
contend with weighty tasks, such as "civilizing" the colonies by
establishing polite society, the actual physical landscape ofFlorida
itself could and did color their everyday life. East Florida was the
only peninsular colony of Great Britain's North American
colonies, a fact that affected the women's travel. Women who
moved back and forth between the provinces had to deal with fear
of the wilderness and Indian attacks if they traveled overland
between St. Augustine and Pensacola. As a result, most women
traveled by military ship. Naval transportation brought a completely new set of fears for women who might have to contend with the
very real possibility of experiencing mutiny, shipwreck, and even
piracy when they travelled by water. 41 Rebecca Walker Durnford,
wife of Elias Durnford, royal engineer and the lieutenant governor
of West Florida from 1769, survived a terrible mutiny on
November 11, 1773, while travelling aboard the Earl of Sandwich
Packet from Pensacola to England. 42 During a particularly rough
patch of weather, the ship's crew started drinking and caused general mayhem as they broke into various containers in the ship's
cargo hold. Durnford was one of the earliest to realize the crew
was about to mutiny when some of their ilk forcibly entered her ,
cabin, and she was "thrown out of the berth, with the bed-clothes
twisted around her . .. [onto] a large black trunk .... "43 Durnford
and her family eventually were rescued by another ship bound for
Nova Scotia, but not all colonial women were as lucky in the same
situation. 44 Somewhat less harrowing than enduring a mutiny, but
no less terrifying, were the frequent reports of shipwrecks sporad41.

42.

43.
44.

For a more detailed account on the complex nature of privateering in the
waters off the coast of colonial Florida, see Joyce Elizabeth Harman, Trade
and Privateering in Spanish Florida, 1732-1763 (Tuscaloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 2004); and Wilbur H. Siebert, "Privateering in Florida Waters
and Northwards in the Revolution," Florida Historical Quarterly 22, no . 2
(October 1943): 624-73.
Rebecca Walker was the daughter of Philip Walker of Lowenstoft in Suffolk,
England. She married Elias Durnford on August 25, 1769, in London at the
Church of St. James in Westminster. After the loss of her eldest son, Elias
William, Rebecca went on to have eight more children: Elias Walker (1774);
Philip (March 31, 1780); Charlotte (1782); Thomas William (1784); Caroline
(1787); George (1788); Maria (1790); and Harriet (1794). Elizabeth died on
April 5, 1810 at Charlemont in Ireland. See Leora Sutton, Women in Pensacola,
1765-1965 (Pensacola, FL: 1966) , 1-4.
Mary Durnford, Family Recollections of Lieutenant General Elias Walker Dumford
(Montreal: 1863), 11.
Durnford, Family Recollections, 11.
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ically mentioned throughout the correspondence of General
Frederick Haldimand to General Thomas Gage. One notation
dated January 28, 1768, mentions a shipwreck that involved 233
people, primarily women and children, off the Grand Cayman
Island en route to St. Augustine. 45 A second and slightly less serious shipwreck occurred in November 1769. One of four ships
transporting troops of the 9rh Regiment out of East Florida
wrecked approximately 60 miles north of St. Augustine. Sixtythree women and children were fortunate to suffer only injuries
and no loss of life. 46 One of the more rare experiences a woman
might endure while at sea en route to or from East or West Florida
regarded piracy. Although it was more commonplace for British
women in Florida to have firsthand experience as the victim of a
privateer, it was not unusual for their family to also benefit from
such a profession. The husband of Mary Port Macklin, John
Macklin, became involved with several privateer expeditions at the
behest of Governor Patrick Tonyn. 47 Tonyn, who had replaced
Colonel James Grant as governor of East Florida in 1775, encouraged John Macklin to raid American ships after Macklin took command of the privateer Polley in the early years of the American
Revolution. However, such risk was not without danger as John
Macklin, and subsequently Mary, found out when John's ship disappeared during one of these raiding expeditions in the midI 770s. He was never heard from again. 48
While it is probable that John Macklin died as a result of some
unrecorded naval skirmish, his unknown fate hints at the fact that
other possible explanations for his disappearance may exist. As Wilbur
H. Siebert in his study of privateering in Florida during the American
Revolution notes, the second most common reason some privateers

45.

46.
47.

48.

General Frederick Haldimand to General Thomas Gates, November 28, 1769,
Sir Frederick Haldimand: Unpublished Papers and Correspondence, 17581784, microfilm, 69/70/191.
Ibid.
Mary Port was born in Southampton, England on August 6, 1751, to Richard
and Mary Port. She married John Macklin on November 25, 1770, on the Isle
of Guernsey. When th e British evacuated East Florida in 1784, Mary left St.
Augustine with some of her neighbors, the Lindsay Family. She settled in the
Bahamas. In the later years of her life, Mary wrote her memoirs, entitled "The
Life of Mary Port Macklin, 1751-1823." Shortly thereafter, Mary died in 1823.
See Daniel L. Schafer, "The Memoir of Mary (Port) Macklin," El Escribano 41
(2004): 106-117.
Schafer, "The Memoir of Mary (Port) Macklin," 111-114.

Published by STARS, 2010

15

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 89 [2010], No. 2, Art. 3

160

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

never returned home was because of the weather. 49 It is just as likely
that John Macklin's ship was sunk by rough seas and poor weather as
it was that he encountered enemy vessels. Uncertain weather patterns
dominated Florida during years of British dominion. During the late
eighteenth-century, Florida was prone to a very active hurricane season in the late summer and early fall months, just as it is today. It was
during Elizabeth Digby Pilot's tenure in St. Augustine in September
1769 that a severe tropical storm or hurricane ravaged the coast near
St. Augustine. 50 The experience clearly terrified Pilot, who described
the storm as " .. .a violent tempest ... attended with heavy rain."51
During the hurricane, Pilot and the whole settlement feared for their
lives. "The whole camp was in an uproar. The soldiers' huts were mostly blown down, tl1e women and children were running out screaming
with consternation. Then men were all in confusion, and a scene of
sad devastation presented itself." 52 When the storm ended, Elizabeth's
·home was badly damaged by strong winds, forcing her to rebuild her
house in the aftermath of the hurricane.53 A lack of adequate housing
added a new dimension of deadliness that women faced while living
in East and West Florida as exposure to the elements increased the
likelihood that a woman might contract some unexpected illness.
The high probability t:hat women might contract at least one
disease, or suffer from at least one serious illness while living on the
British frontier, made Florida an even more difficult place for them
to make their homes on a permanent basis. Some British women
believed they could spend no more than a few years in the region,
usually due to Florida's warm climate and the adverse effects such
tropical weather often had on their lives. Temperatures in Florida
often were quite uncomfortable to individuals who immigrated to
East or West Florida from the cooler temperatures of the New
49. Siebert, "Privateering in Florida Waters," 64-73.
50. The hurricane season of 1769 was a particularly active one, as noted by Bernard
Romans, who wrote that "if a hurricane was ever known in this Peninsula, it was
on the 29 111 of October, 1769." See Romans, A Concise Natural History ofEast and
West Florida, 90. For more information on th e historical record of hurricanes
that affected East and West Florida during the British period, see David
Ludlum, Early American Hurricanes, 1492-1870 (Boston: American
Meteorological Society, 1963), 48-51, 62-73; Matthew Mulchaly, Hurricanes and
Society in the British Greater Caribbean, 1624-1783 (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2006), 198; and Jay Barnes, Florida s Hurricane History, 2nd edition (Chapel Hill: University of orth Carolina Press, 2007), 39-44.
51. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot", 43-44.
52. Ibid.
53.
Ibid .
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England and mid Atlantic colonies, to say nothing of those individuals who immigrated directly from the British Isles. 54 Additionally,
life on the frontier was not suited to maintaining very hygienic living conditions. Men and women who lived in East and West Florida
were subject to many of the same hazards that Floridians face
today-namely, large swarms of insects, including disease-carrying
mosquitoes and ticks, vermin, and various types of reptiles, like
snakes and alligators. Insects, vermin, and reptiles, particularly
those that helped spread diseases such as malaria and yellow fever,
posed serious health risks. Virulent outbreaks of other sicknesses,
such as cholera, dysentery, and small pox, were not unknown in
either Pensacola or St. Augustine. Of the six women who accompanied Elizabeth Pilot to Pensacola from Havana in July 1765, all six
died during an outbreak of some type of "malignant fever," most
likely yellow fever, which ravaged Pensacola between late 1765 and
early 1766. While Pilot herself, and her husband Henry, survived
the illness, their infant daughter, Catherine Mary, and many others,
including General Henry Bouquet, commander of all British troop
in the southern colonies, did not. 55 Pilot observed that "coffins
could not be got to bury the dead. One was procured which was
called the Orderly Coffin. This conveyed a body from the hospital
or elsewhere to the burying ground, and when it was deposited
54.

55.

The various types of diseases and illnesses that were prevalent in East and
West Florida are discussed in-depth by Bernard Romans who he mentions no
less than a dozen types of fevers that were quite commonly diagnosed in the
colonies. See Romans, A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, 222241. For more information on the most common opinions held by British
men and women about their fear of their health deteriorating due to living in
the warm climates of Florida and the West Indies, see Karen Ordahl
Kupperman, "Fear of Hot Climates in the Anglo-American Colonial
Experience," The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, 41, no. 2 (April1984):
213-240; Laura D.S. Harrell, "Colonial Medical Practice in British West
Florida, 1763-1781," Bulletin of the History of Medicine 41 , no. 6 (Nov.-Dec.
1967); 539-558; Robert R. Rea, '"Graveyard for Britons,' West Florida, 17631781 ," Florida Historical Qumterly 47, no. 2, (April 1969): 345-364; and Robert
R. Rea, "Life, Death, and Little Glory: The British Soldier on the Gulf Coast,
1763-1781 ,'' in The Military PTesence on the Gulf Coast, ed. William S. Coker
(Pensacola, FL: Gulf Coast History Humanities Conference, 1978) , 21-35 .
Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot, " 22-24. Henry Bouquet
died on September 2, 1765, less than a month after his arrival in Pensacola,
the capital of West Florida, where he was buried. For more on the biographical details of Henry Bouquet, see S.K. Stevens, Donald H. Kent, and Autum n
L. Leonard, eds., The Papers ofHenr)' Bouquet, Volume 1: December 11, 1755- May
31, 1758 (Harrisburg: The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,
1972), xvi-xxviii.
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there, returned for another, and so on. Death was so familiar that
we met our friends with sad countenances, expecting to hear some
new victim." 56 Other British settlements in West Florida suffered
similar susceptibility to outbreaks of disease. In October 1770,
General Frederick Haldimand reported to General Thomas Gage
that six individuals had died at Mobile, including women and children. 57 For both the men and the women who lived in the British
Floridas, death was an ever present fear.
However, while men faced the hazards of disease and illness in
East and West Florida equally with their female counterparts, women
often had to contend with these dangers in a weakened state if pregnant. Woman who lived in Florida during the British years greatly varied in age, although the majority of women seemed to have been in
the middle of their childbearing years between the onset of puberty
in their early teens and the onset of menopause in their forties. One
study on the reproductive patterns of women in colonial America
estimated that the first child born to a married woman arrived about
sixteen months after her wedding while the last child would not be
born until women approached menopause. 58 Twenty-four when she
married, Forbes quickly become pregnant after her arrival in St.
Augustine and gave birth to two children in rapid succession. James
Grant Forbes was born on November 22, 1769, and John Murray
Forbes was born on August 13, 1771. 59 It was during her first confinement that Forbes' friendship with Drayton solidified. Drayton, who
had arrived in the province in 1765, was also pregnant when she met
Dorothy Forbes. In a letter to her aunt Elizabeth, dated September
1769, Dorothy noted that "she does not lay in for a month after me,
as she has a number of good servants, she is so kind as to offer me her
nurse till she wants her, for there is none to hire in this place." 60
56.
57.

58.
59.
60.

Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabe th Pilot," 22.
General Frederick Haldimand to General Thomas Gates, Octobe r 7, 1770, Sir
Frederick Haldimand: Unpublished Papers and Corresponde nce, 1758-1784,
microfilm, 222/ 192/ 186. London. See Robe rt R. Rea, "'Graveyard for
Britons, ' West Florida, 1763-1781."
Richard W. Wertz and Dorothy C. Wertz, Lying-In: A History of Childbirth in
America (New York: The Free Press, 1977), 2.
The Forbes Pape rs (Boston: The Massachusetts Historical Society, 1969) ,
microfilm , Reel 45, Number 7, Folder 2.
Mary Motte Drayton gave birth to a son approximately three weeks after
Dorothy wrote her fath e r the letter and approximately five weeks before
Dorothy's own delivery. The baby, William Percival Drayton, was born on
September 30, 1768 and died May 23, 1769. Dorothy Murray Forbes to
Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769.
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It is possible that due to the scarcity of formally trained medical
personnel in St. Augustine, as the majority of practicing doctors
were assigned to the military garrisons in both East and West
Florida, Mary Evans acted as a midwife for the deliveries of both
Forbes and Drayton. Pregnant women considered more than the
level of medical skills possessed when selecting a midwife to attend
their confinements: "As in England, the qualifications desired of
colonial midwives stressed character." 61 Consequently, Patricia C.
Griffin believes it "quite probable that Mary's wisdom and skill as a
midwife was used exclusively by women of the English group."62
Evans' reputation in East Florida was such that she " ... was well
known among the English as a midwife." 63 Later in life, Evans was
able to take the significant earnings she had saved while working as
a midwife and apply them towards her husband's dry goods store
on the plaza in St. Augustine. Evans' skill was such that she had
gained much" ... fame as a midwife" by the 1780s. 64 Any relationship that Evans shared with women like Drayton and Forbes most
likely strengthened over the course of several confinements.
Colonial women commonly experienced multiple pregnancies. In
the minds of residents like Forbes who contemplated giving birth in
a frontier setting, mortality rates may have seemed higher for births
taking place in St. Augustine or Pensacola. Both settlements were
geographically isolated and possessed limited medical p ersonnel
specifically trained in obstetrics. Additionally, medicinal supplies
may have been limited to the treatment of ill soldiers in garrison
towns like St. Augustine thus limiting what was available for civilian
women. 65 Such thoughts may have weighed heavily on the mind of
Forbes when she found herself once more pregnant in the winter
of 1771 / 1772. Three pregnancies in such a short span of time significantly weakened her health. Additionally, the fact that her

61. Jane B. Donegan, Women and M en Midwives: M edicine, M orality, and Misogyny in
Early America (Westport, Conn .: Greenwood Press, 1978) , 93.
62. Patricia C. Griffin, "Mary Evans: A Woman of Substance," El Escribano 14
(1977): 4-5.
63. Testam e ntary Proceedings of Maria Evans - Deposition of Bernardo Segui,
July 13, 1808, East Florida Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
64. Testamentary Proceedings of Maria Evans- Deposition of Gaspar Papy, August
1, 1808, East Florida Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. and
"Testamentary Proceedings of Maria Evans- Deposition of Jorge Flemming,
August 1808," East Florida Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
65. Catherine M. Scholten, Childbearing in American Society: 1650-1850 (New York:
New York University Press, 1985), 21-22.
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mother had died due to complications of childbirth, in a similarly
inhospitable southern climate at their family's plantation in North
Carolina, seemed to have haunted both Dorothy and her father.
Other family members shared the concern for Forbes' well-being,
particularly her aunt Elizabeth who wrote that the family was" . ..
afraid that you will share the same fate your mother did." 66
In December 1772, Forbes wrote to her father James Murray
and informed him that she was pregnant for a third time and
already quite ill in the early weeks of her first trimester. Murray hastened from North Carolina to St. Augustine and insisted that the
Reverend John Forbes permit his wife to return to the family estate
of Brush Hill in Milton, Massachusetts, to give birth. Milton was
located just a few miles outside of Boston, and Murray insisted the
medical care that Dorothy Forbes could receive there was superior
to any offered in East Florida. 67 John Forbes reluctantly agreed. 68
However, arranging inter-colonial travel was not something that
could be done quickly. Dorothy's father, Murray, did not arrive in St.
Augustine to escort his daughter to Massachusetts until late March
or early April 1773. By the time final preparations had been
arranged, Dorothy was almost seven montl1s pregnant. Her husband
complicated the details surrounding her departure as Forbes did
not wish Dorothy to take both tl1eir young sons north. In a letter to
his sister, Dorothy's father James noted, "We are glad to send her
and the children by a fine transport ship .... I have said children,
but Mr. Forbes is so wrapt up in his eldest son, who is indeed a very
66.

Elizabeth Smith to Dorothy Forbes, June 22, 1769, The Forbes Collection,
Box 3 Folder, 38B, Baker Library, Harvard Business School, Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
67. More physicians professionally trained in medical schools, including over a
doze n who studied medicine in Europe, practiced in Boston during the 1760s
and 1770s than in any other colony. Boston also had several hospitals and
ready availabili ty to medical drugs that were scarce on the southern frontier.
Murray may also have worried that his daughter would not receive as much
prompt attention given the fact that military personnel received first priority
by army physicians in garrison towns like St. Augustine. For more on the status of medicine in colonial Massachusetts, see John B. Blake, "The Medical
Profession and Public Health in Colonial Boston," Bulletin of the History of
Medicine 26 (1952): 218-230; and Philip Cash, "The Professionalization of
Boston Medicine, 1760-1803," in Medicine in Colonial Massachusetts, 1620-1820:
A Conference Held 25 & 26 May 1978 by the Colonial Society of Massachusetts
(Boston: The Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 1980), 69-100.
68. James Murray to Elizabeth Murray Smith, April 27, 1773, The Forbes
Collection, Box 3, Folder 38B, Baker Library, Harvard School of Business,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol89/iss2/3

20

Bauer: " … In a strange pIace ... ": The Experiences of British Women du

BRITISH WoMEN IN CoLONIAL FLORIDA

165

fine boy that he cannot find resolution to part with him." 69
Eventually, the divided family reached a compromise. Dorothy
Forbes departed with her second son, John Murray Forbes, and her
father in April 1773. The Reverend John Forbes remained in St.
Augustine with the couple's oldest son, James. Grant Forbes. 70
Dorothy Forbes never saw her husband again. 71 A heavily pregnant
Dorothy reached Milton in May of that year. 72 Just a few weeks later,
on June 11, 1773, she gave birth to her youngest son and final child,
Ralph Bennet Forbes. Both mother and child survived the delivery. 73
Mter the physically grueling experience of labor and childbirth, many women who were members of the colonial elite sought
domestic help in tending the new baby and their houses while they
convalesced. 74 The two most common forms of domestic help were
indentured servants and Mrican slaves. In the British Floridas,
while some women may have employed indentured servants in a
domestic capacity, it was much more common for British women to
purchase female slaves to complete the same domestic tasks. 75 On
the other hand, indentured servants remained widely popular with
wealthy proprietors who bought the indentures of both men and
women to the British Floridas for the express purpose of populat69 . James Murray to Elizabeth Murray Smith, April 27, 1773.
70. Dorothy Forbes to Elizabeth Smith, May 10, 1773, The Forbes Collection, Box 3
Folder, 38B, Baker Library, Harvard Business School, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
71. Despite woeful pleadings on behalf of John Forbes to reunite their family,
Dorothy chose to stay in Boston and Forbes was unable to get permission
from the British government during the war to travel north to visit his family.
Correspondence between Dorothy, Forbes himself, and other family members seem to indicate the couple became estranged over a number of issues,
especially those of a financial nature. When the British began to evacuate St.
Augustine in March 1783, John Forbes and his son boarded a ship for
England, where Forbes believed he would have a better chance of arguing for
reparations from the government for his lost land and property in East
Florida. Unfortunately, within several months of his arrival in London , Forbes
died of an unknown illness. John Forbes to Dorothy Murray Forbes, Summer
1783, The Murray Papers, New York Historical Society, New York, New York.
72. Dorothy Forbes to Elizabeth Smith, May 10, 1773.
73. Elizabeth Digby Pilot to Dorothy Murray Forbes, August 3, 1773, The James
Murray Robbins Papers, Box 2, Folder 1773 Aug. - Dec., Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston, Massachusetts.
74. According to one assessment, "Managing a household with children was simply so difficult and exhausting that the last stage of pregnancy, delivery itself,
and the postpartum period would weaken and even kill a woman if she also
had to continue her chores without help." Wertz and Wertz, Lying-In, 3-4.
75. For more on the general status of slavery versus and indentured servitude in
East Florida, see Wilbur H. Siebert, "Slavery in East Florida, 1776-1783,"
HoridaHistorical Quarterly 10, no. 3 (January 1932): 139-162.
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ing newly established settlements in close proximity to the colonial
capitals of St. Augustine and Pensacola. The most famous example
of indentured servants imported to British Florida for the purposes
of colonization is evidenced in Dr. Andrew Turnbull's settlement at
New Smyrna. 76 Beginning in 1768, Turnbull recruited 1403 men,
women, and children from several Mediterranean islands, including Minorca, as indentured servants. 77 While the Turnbull settlement at New Smyrna failed for a number of complex reasons within
a few years of its founding, and its surviving population eventually
sought refuge in St. Augustine, it hints at a very different experience that some females endured during their tenure in the British
Floridas, as compared to the wives and daughters of the more elite
colonial and military officials whose experiences have been previously discussed. What was life like for a female indentured servant
in East and West Florida? The case of Denys Rolle's treatment of
female indentured servants at his settlement at Rollestown serves as
an excellent example of an answer to this question
Less famous than Turnbull's settlement at New Smyrna was
Denys Rolle's attempt to build a settlement on the St. John's River,
southwest of St. Augustine, at Rollestown, also known as Charlottia.
Rolle had a very difficult time ensuring that his female indentured
servants would stay on their assigned plantations and actually complete their work. He became frustrated, for example, in 1768 due to
the behavior of one female indenture and asked Governor James
Grant to intercede with the woman on his behalf. Annoyed, Grant
complained to the Earl of Hillsborough, the British Secretary of
State, that Rolle "thinks that it is in my power to make his [indentured] servants [at Rollestown] work." 78 Rolle exhausted Grant's lim76.

For more on Turnbull's colony, see Carita Doggett Corse, Dr. And-rew Turnbull
and the New SrnY'rna Colony ofFlorida (Jacksonville, Fla.: The Drew Press, 1967);
and Kenn e th H. Beeson, Jr., Frornajadas and Indigo: The Minmwn Colony in
Florida (Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006) .
77. Patricia C. Griffin, "Blue Gold: Andrew Turnbull's New Smyrna Plantation,"
in Colonial Plantations and Economy in Florida, ed. by Jane G. Landers
(Gainesville: Unive rsi ty Press of Florida, 2000), 40-42.
78. James Grant to the Secretary of State, August 12, 1768, C05/549 p. 268-269,
National Archives/Public Record Office, London, Great Britain. For more on
the settlement of Rollestown, see Carl Bohnenberger, "The Settlement of
Charlotia (Rollestown) , 1765," Florida Historical Quarterly 4, no. 1 (July 1925):
43-49, Carita Doggett Corse and James Grant, "Denys Rolle and Rollestown: A
Pioneer for Utopia," Florida Historical Quarterly 7, no. 2 (October 1928): 155134; and "Rollestown," Unpublished Manuscript, PK Yonge Library of Florida
History, Smathers Library Special Collections, University of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida, 1952.
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ited patience when he asked the governor to take "charge as chancellor a young girl of sixteen or seventeen, who he brought out from
England for the second time, because they quarreled and she was
going to leave [Rollestown] ." 79 Rolle believed that Grant should take
a special interest in his pleas because the young woman shared some
sort of distant, but familial, personal relationship to Rolle, as evidenced by the claim that the girl was "one of his ... relations." 80
Begrudgingly, Grant intervened and convinced the young woman to
stay at the settlement. 81 However, she later made good on her threat
to abandon her post at Rollestown and violate the terms of her indenture when she and Rolle quarreled over "a few guineas for a gown." 82
The young woman's fate remains unrecorded, but her disappearance, for whatever reason, so upset Rolle that he retaliated against
her by having a warrant immediately sworn out against her brother
"under suspicion of stealing or carrying away a blanket from the village of Rolle." 83 The instability of their reliance on costly, white
indentured servants eventually resulted in many British colonists in
Florida favoring the use of Mrican slaves.
The domestic relationship that British women shared with
Mrican slaves hints at the larger role enslaved men and women
played in the growth and development of th e colonial economy in
Florida. 84 White British women often used slaves as domestic ser-

78. James Grant to the Secretary of State.
80. Letter, James Grant to the Secretary of State, August 12, 1768, C05/ 549 p.
268-269, National Archives/ Public Record Office, London, Great Britain.
81. Ibid .
82. Ibid.
83. Ibid.
84. Unlike the founding of other colonies such as Virginia and Maryland, relatively
few indentured servants were employed in East and West Florida due to their relative expense. By the late-1760s, the popularity of utilizing cheaper African slave
labor had grown to displace the hiring of indentured servants previously used in
the foundation of early settlements like Rollestown in East Fl01ida. See Lois
Green CatT and Lorena S. Walsh, "The Planter's Wife: The Experience of White
Women in Seventeenth-Century Maryland," William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd.
Series, 34, no. 4 (October 1977): 544-550; Lorena S. Walsh, "The Experiences
and Status ofWomen in the Chesapeake, 1750--1775," in The Web ofSouthern Social
Relations: Women, Family and Education, eds. Walter J. Fraser Jr., R. Franklin
Saunders Jr., and Jon L. Wakelyn, (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), 118; and Mary Beth Norton, "The Evolution of White Women's Experience in
Early America," American Historical Revi.ew 89, no. 3 (June 1984): 613-614; and
Jack P. Greene, Pursuits of Happiness: The Social Development ofEarly Modem British
Colonies and the Formation of American Culture (Chapel H ill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1988), 124-151.
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vants who were responsible for the various tasks usually assigned to
nurses, maids, cooks, and nannies. Rebecca Durnford, for example, lived with the help of a single slave until the arrival of her first
child, a son named Elias William Durnford, in 1770.85 Mter the
rough delivery of her second son, Philip, in March 1780, Durnford
gave the baby to a mulatto maidservant named Charlotte to
nurse. 86 Likewise, Elizabeth Digby Pilot was very pleased to be able
to purchase a 14-year old "negro girl" for the price of £60 in 1767.
An older slave woman owned by Pilot's friend, Mrs. Taylor, the wife
of Colonel William Taylor, taught the girl to cook and to wash
clothing. Pilot felt a kind disposition towards Emma, "(for such I
called her), [as she] was tractable and mild, and became attached
to me." A very religious woman, Pilot "endeavoured to teach her
her prayers and to make her understand her moral duties ... [for]
she [and her soul] was, as it were, entrusted to me, as is every slave
to their proprietors."87
Not all white women viewed their relationships with slaves in the
same manner described by Elizabeth Pilot. For example, Dorothy
Forbes believed that some slaves she encountered while living in
East Florida were both brash and insolent. She took great offense at
the behavior of one slave in particular, whom Dorothy referred to in
her letters as "Miss Charlotte," and whom her husband john sold for
£38 in the fall of 1769. Mter the sale, Charlotte refused to live at the
home of her new owner and simply walked away from his house after
Forbes had explained the terms of the sale. Dorothy described
Charlotte as "a fool, a thief, and everything that is bad. .. [and she]
goes about from house to house [in St. Augustine] and says she's a
free women." 88 The evidence concerning Charlotte's legal status
remains unclear. Her date and place of birth are unknown, and it is
unclear how long Charlotte had lived in East Florida. Daniel L.
Schafer has shown that the majority of slaves bought and sold in East
Florida during the British period were imported directly from slave
85 . The child was only a few months old before he died from "fits" on January 5,
1771. He was buried in a cemetery located only a few blocks west of the
Durnfords' home on Albermarles Street in Pensacola. Register of
Christenings, Pensaco la, 1770, C05/ 588 p. 139, National Archives/ Public
Record Office, London, Great Britain; and Register of Burials, Pensacola,
1770-1771 , C05/ 578, p. 253, National Archives/ Public Record Office,
London , Great Britain.
86. Durnford, Farnil')1Recollections, 22.
87. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 30.
88. Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769.
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traders in Gambia and the Gold Coast. 89 While many British citizens
in Florida hoped to procure Mrican slaves who had been seasoned
to life on plantations in the Carolinas and Georgia before their
tenure in Florida, such slaves remained a scarce commodity.
Instead, most slave owners had to make do with unseasoned slaves
imported directly from Mrica. Thus, it is possible, though unlikely,
that Charlotte was a slave who had lived in Florida during the final
years of the First Spanish period.
If Charlotte had lived as a slave under Spanish law, her legal status and rights have changed dramatically under British law. Indeed,
the legal standing slaves possessed in Spanish dominions and their
lack of comparable rights under the British system had long been a
major point of contention between the two empires. Throughout
the late-seventeenth and early-eighteenth centuries, Spanish Florida
had served as a haven for slaves who ran away from the Carolinas
and Georgia. 90 It is possible that Charlotte's refusal to accept Forbes'
sale stemmed from a legacy of different forms of colonial slavery
practiced by two empires. Dorothy may have been unaware of
Charlotte's notion of her freedom since slaves who had lived in
Florida under Spanish law were unused to the particulars of British
slavery. The mindset of slaves who lived in Florida during the colonial era would have been influenced by the lifestyle practiced at the
free black settlement at Fort Mose, established approximately two
miles to the north of St. Augustine during the First Spanish Period
in 1738. The legacy of freed and runaway slaves who had abandoned
Fort Mose in 1763, but who did not entirely leave the province when
the Spanish departed from Florida that year, may have been transmitted to slaves brought by the British to Florida during their years
of dominion. As it is impossible to discern Charlotte's origins, if she

89.

90.

Daniel L. Schafer, "'Yellow Silk Ferret Tied Round Their Wrists': African
Americans in British East Florida, 1763-1784," in The African American Heritage
of Florida, eds. David R. Colburn andjane L. Landers (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 1995), 76-81.
For more on the role that Spanish Florida played as a slave refuge for runaway
slaves from British colonies during the First Spanish Period, see Shane Alan
Runyon, "Fort Mose: The Free African Community and Militia of Spanish St.
Augustine" (master's thesis, Montana State University 1999) ; Bennie Wilton
Howe, "The Fugitive Slave Problem in South Carolina and Florida, 1670-1769:
A Contrast in Attitudes" (master's thesis, Ohio State University, 1961); and,
Ashley S. Green, '"Eith er We Must Take St. Augustine or St. Augustine Will
Take Us'-The Significance of Florida as a Sanctuary: Slave Runaways from
South Carolina" (master's thesis, University of Colorado, 1995).
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did live in Florida under the Spanish system of slavery prior to 1763,
Forbes' negative assessment of her may have stemmed from her perception of a slave mindset that Charlotte could have possessed which
differed from that held by slaves who were only used to the type of
slavery practiced by Great Britain. 91
Those who might discount Forbes' assessment of Charlotte's
behavior merely on the basis of racial prejudices possessed by a
white woman should consider her treatment of other slaves owned
by her family. Forbes apparently did not view all slaves as useless,
as she took a slave namedjuba to assist her during a return trip to
Boston when seven months pregnant in the summer of 1773. Mter
their arrival at her aunt's home in Milton, she retained his services in Massachusetts for several years. 92 While the usage of Mrican
slaves did not seem to offer a moral dilemma for Forbes, other
issues could pose religious concerns for both Forbes and other
women who lived in the British Floridas.
Colonists who lived in East and West Florida responded to
issues of religion, and subsequently morality, in various ways based
on their religious denomination, upbringing, and the nature of
personal relationships they established before their immigration
to the Floridas. As a majority of the small populations of both
colonies owed their existence to the government and/ or military
officials who brought their families to settle in the British Floridas,
most men and women who immigrated there between 1763 and

91.

92.

Encouraged by a different type of slavery that existed under Spanish law,
slaves from British colonies often had fled to Fort Mose between 1738 and
1763 to seek their freedom . Under Spanish law, if slaves had converted to the
Roman Catholic faith and had been married according to the Catholic rite,
owners could not separate husbands and wives via separate sales. Families
could not be arbitrarily broken apart. Slaves could also own and sell some
forms of property under the Spanish legal code that dated to the thirteenth
century. Jane Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida, (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1999) , 7-8. See Jane Landers, "Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de
Mose: A Free Black Town in Spanish Colonial Florida" in Colonial America:
Essays in Politics and Social Development, Fifth Edition, eds. Stanely N. Katz, John
M. Murrin, and Douglas Greenberg (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2001), 593-613;
and Landers, Black Society in Spanish Florida, 66-67.
Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, May 10, 1779, The Forbes
Papers, Box 3, Folder 38B, Baker Library, Harvard School ·of Business,
Boston, Massachusetts. Dorothy's slave,Juba, who had accompanied her from
St. Augustine to Massachusetts in 1773, was still in the family employ as late as
October 1775 when he is referenced in a letter from James Murray to his
daughter concerning the running of the Brush Hill farm. See Tiffany, Letters
ofjames Murray, 225.
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1784 were of the Anglican faith. However, perhaps because of the
increased demands on individuals in order to ensure mere survival
on the colonial frontier, most men and women in the British
Floridas demonstrated a somewhat less intense devotion to issues
of formal religion and common morality as compared with their
counterparts in other well-established colonial settlements. While
the British government made provisions for the appointment of
clergymen, like John Forbes, to the province as early as May 1764,
the actual results of such provisions were slow to manifest. 93
In 1765, while on a visit throughout what he called the "backcountry" of the colonial South, Charles Woodmason, an itinerant
Anglican minister, was shocked by the lack of religiosity and morality present in both St. Augustine and Pensacola. He was disgusted
especially by a man who "calls himself a clergyman, patrols about
this place [West Florida], and officiates occasionally." 94 Reverend
Woodmason found this man, whose name goes unrecorded, and
his attempts to minister to the British population of West Florida
so distasteful that he even doubted the man's ordination. "He is
such a disgrace to the character that even ... [the colonists] ...
hold him in detestation, " Woodmason claimed. 95 While no other
residents of West Florida seemed to comment on Woodmason's
individual charge, others did agree with his assessment of the lack
of access to religious personnel. In 1767, Pilot lamented the death
of the clergyman who had died in the same outbreak of illness that
killed six wives of officers in the 3Pt Regiment assigned to
Pensacola. Pilot observed that in Pensacola the "situation as to religious advantages was deplorable." 96 Mter his death, the British
government was slow to appoint a replacement, and Pilot claimed
93. John Forbes was the first clergyman given a license to officiate in British
Florida. The British government granted his license on May 5, 1764. However,
the British government only licensed nine clergymen to officiate in both East
and West Florida between 1764 and 1784. Forbes was the only minister who
stayed in East Florida during the British period as "the others stayed a short
time and moved to other fields or returned to the mother co untry."See
Edgar Legare Pennington, "Reverend John Forbes ( - - 1783) ," Florida
Historical Quarterly 8, no . 3 (January 1930): 165. In the absence of these
licensed clergymen, British residents in Florida had to rely on the services of
ministers assigned to the military garrisons of the British army.
94. Charles Woodmason, The Ca-rolina Backcountry on the Eve of the Revolution: The
Journal and Other Writings of Cha-rles Woodmason, Anglican Itinerant, ed . Rich ard
]. Hooker (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1953), 82.
95. Ibid.
96. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 25.
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"there was no [other] clergyman in the province and no public
worship. The Sabbath was not regarded, and alas! together with
the forms, the reality of religion vanished." 97 Such a weak presence
of religiosity, as observed by Pilot, seemed to coincide with her perception that the morality of the province had significantly degenerated as compared with the standards upheld in other colonies
and Great Britain. Greatly bothered, Pilot could only isolate herself against moral contamination. "Vice prevailed, there were few
virtuous women in this place [Pensacola], and alas! too many of
the officers chose to have others to preside at their tables. "98
Raised the daughter of a staunch Protestant minister in Ireland,
the pious Pilot lamented such open displays of immorality as "it
prevented my visiting them" in a socially isolated environment
where female companionship was limited. 99 Pilot could only
engage in any type of socialization when decorum forced her to
host these women at her own house, and she had to "appear ignorant" lest any slights or insults be perceived.l 00
Not all women who lived in the British Floridas seem to have
been as bothered by such displays of perceived immorality as was
Elizabeth Pilot. 101 Perhaps taking their cue from the aristocracy in
Great Britain, most women viewed sexual liaisons outside of marriage as private affairs, not worth mentioning in polite conversation.l02 Governor George Johnstone and Governor Patrick Tonyn
were known to have kept mistresses without upsetting the social
order. It was only when such private affairs became blatantly public, as in the case of the Catherwood/Row debacle in 1766, that
gossip upset the veneer of social order polite society attempted to
maintain in the British Floridas.l 03 Somewhat resigned to this phenomena, more pious women like Elizabeth Pilot observed what
they considered to be shameful behavior in silence, noting only
that " . . . such are the trials to which a delicate woman is exposed
in a military life." 104
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid, 25-26.
For more on the commonly accepted standards of morality in the British
colonies of North America, see Martha Saxton, Being Good: Women 's Moral
Values in Early America ( ew York: Hill and Wang, 2004).
102. Stone, The Farnily, Sex, and Marriage in England, 329.
103. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James Grant," 83.
104. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 26.
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Pilot's condemnatory commentary on the relaxed religious
mores and morality that seemed to pervade the settlements at St.
Augustine and Pensacola is somewhat unusual in that its assessment
appears to be an opinion held by a small percentage of the population. It appears that other women who lived in the British Floridas
did not view such personally intimate relationships as immoral
behavior that threatened the religiosity of the settlement. Due to
the scarcity of ordained religious personnel who could conduct
wedding ceremonies in the frontier provinces, many British women
may have engaged in forms of common law marriage that more
prim women, like Elizabeth Digby Pilot, did not recognize. Thus,
when combined with the notion that the majority of women living
in East and West Florida may not have cared about the personal
affairs of others beyond stories serving as a source of gossip, or,
more likely, because they did not wish to waste their limited free
time lamenting something they could not change, affairs of personal morality were usually consigned to the realm of individual concern. While gossiping was a favorite pastime of many women, other
pleasant opportunities to pass away hours during the days and
nights came in the form of participating in leisure activities that
they found enjoyable and realistically able to afford given their
socioeconomic status. The class of "better sorts" of people was small
in the Floridas, such demographic considerations thus limiting who
could be invited to gatherings in St. Augustine or Pensacola.
In East Florida, Governor Grant was famous for the dinner parties he hosted between his arrival in St. Augustine in 1764 and his
departure from the colony in 1771. Only those individuals, including women, who did not challenge the status quo within the settlement, were accepted as welcome additions to the colony. In
January 1767, Grant described the details of one such gathering
when he noted "an assembly was held for the second time at the
Sergeant Majors, cards played, a dance was thought of . . . three bottles of claret and half a bottle of Tenerife [Spanish red wine] was
drunk." 105 One woman Grant rarely invited to his parties was
named Susannah Woolridge. Married to Thomas Woolridge, a government official who held the offices of provost marshal, fort adjutant, and barrack master of St. Augustine, Susannah Woolridge
arrived in East Florida in January 1767. 106 In a letter to Andrew
105. Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James Grant," 73.
106. Mowat, East Flo·rida as a British Province, 20.

Published by STARS, 2010

29

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 89 [2010], No. 2, Art. 3

174

FLORIDA HIST ORICAL QUARTERLY

Turnbull, Governor James Grant wrote that when Woolridge dined
with another colonial official, she revealed that "she was of the
Whitfield [Methodist] sect" and wanted to convert others to the
new church that had been founded during the Great Awakening. 107
After a month of Woolridge 's continued "Puritan" conversion
efforts, Grant became so frustrated that h e described her in his personal diary with a passionate vitriol. "Mrs. Woolridge abuses the
country and will continue to do so. She is an inconsistent bitch and
will go home, the sooner, the better to get rid of her." 108
The castigation of Susannah Woolridge by Governor Grant,
perhaps because of her attempts in Florida to gain converts to the
Methodist church, hints at the perilous fate suffered by some
women when their families' fortunes challenged those held by the
colonial officials in East and West Florida. If colonial officials, particularly the royal governor or lieutenant governor, desired to
make things difficult for any individual and their family within the
colony, that person's ability to make positive progress could be
severely derailed. For example , despite the good will of Governor
James Grant expressed upon Miss Row's marriage to William De
Brahm in 1767, his pledge of "ever-lasting friendship" did not long
survive the newlyweds' honeymoon. In the years after the marriage, De Brahm and Grant clashed over a number of issues related to De Brahm's position as surveyor of the province to the extent
that Grant eventually unceremoniously suspended De Brahm from
his position October 4, 1770. Row was forced to leave East Florida
in order to accompany her husband to London where De Brahm
defended himself to the Board of Trade against Grant's charges in
hopes of being returned to his position.l 09 Grant's successor as
governor of East Florida, Patrick Tonyn, was equally contentious in
forcing the exile of William Drayton during a similarly fractious
political conflict stemming from a complex mire of intertwined
issues involving land speculation, Drayton's displeasure at Tonyn's
appointment as governor in 1774, and deteriorating conditions at
Andrew Turnbull's New Smyrna plantation. Unlike Miss Row, who
107. Andrew Turnbull to James Grant,January 24, 1767, in "The Le tters of Dr. Andrew
Turnbull," ed . DanielL. Schafer, Flmi.daHistary Online, http:/ / www.unf.edu/ floridahistoryonline/ Turnbull/ letters/ 2.htm (accessed October 20, 2010).
108. Schafer, "The Diary of Gove rnor James Grant," 89.
109. Louis de Vorsey Jr., ed ., De Brahm 's Report of the General Survey in the Southern
District of North America (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1971),
36-44.
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lived to return from London to North America with her husband
in 1775, the heightened political tensions that her husband faced
in East Florida weighed heavily on Mary Drayton.
Between mid-1774 and early 1776, Mary Drayton's already fragile
health rapidly began to deteriorate. Having given birth to a baby boy
named William on December 30, 1776, the political conflict between
her husband and Governor Tonyn added much stress to her situation
and slowed her recovery. Eventually, Mary's Drayton's failing health,
combined with the mounting pressures of the Drayton/Tonyn feud,
caused the Draytons to leave the colony. As his youngest son was still
an infant when his parents departed for England in March 1778,
William Drayton decided to leave the baby in St. Augustine under the
care of one of his close friends, Dr. Andrew Turnbull. His wife, Maria
Gracia Turnbull, a Greek woman, had befriended Mary Drayton during the years they lived in St. Augustine. It was Turnbull and his wife
who cared for William Drayton during his early childhood, reinforcing the bonds of friendship that Maria Gracia Turnbull and Mary
Drayton had once shared. Ultimately, Mary Drayton died shortly after
royal officials heard her husband's case and vindicated him.l 10
While women such as Mary Drayton shared both the rewards
and punishments of their husbands' political careers in the British
Floridas, few women ever became directly involved with political
affairs in East or West Florida. One notable exception occurred
amongst a select group of women, the wives and close family relations of some of the most prominent and power colonial officials in
the British Floridas, who developed an interest in such personally
profitable pursuits as land speculation. For example, during their
years in West Florida, both Elias and Rebecca Durnford accumulated large tracts of land. An act passed by the West Florida colonial
assembly at Pensacola on May 19, 1770 provided married women,
known as feme coverts under English common law, a limited amount
of freedom regarding property. 111 Given the geographic isolation
llO. For more information on the infamous Drayton-Tonyn squabble, see William
Drayton, An Inquiry into the Present State, and Administration of Affairs in
the Province of East- Florida; with Some Observations on the Case of the late
Chief Justice there, Entry 37, The Peter Force Papers, Series 8D, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.
111. An Act For Preventing Fraudulent Mortgages and Conveyances, For Enabling
Feme Coverts to Pass Away Their Estates, and For Making Valid Deeds of
Bargain and Sale, May 19, 1770. Robert R. Rea and Milo B. Howardjr., The
Minutes, journals, and Acts of the General Assembly of British West Flo·rida
(University: University of Alabama Press, 1979), 377-379.
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of West Florida, and the potential long term absences from the
colony by husbands, the West Florida General Assembly recognized
that "the method of barring any feme covert of her right and inheritance or of her dower and thirds in any lands or tenements by fine
not being practicable in America." 112 Instead, as long women who
wished to conduct business transactions did so with the "acknowledgement" of the Chief Justice, or in his absence, the colony's
"senior Assistant Justice of the General Court of Pleas" women
could convey certain types of property.l 13 In early 1772, Rebecca
Durnford applied herself for a tract of land in the western region
of the colony. Located on the farthest edges of West Florida's frontier at a place called Thompson's Creek, located just across the river
from the Spanish-controlled French settlement at Point Coupee,
the colonial governor granted the requests of Durnford and five
other women for land allotments of 1000 acres, in their own names,
on July 28, 1772.114 By the early 1780s, the Durnfords, both husband and wife, possessed substantial landholdings in the colony. 115
The fortunes of the Durnfords and other families in the British
Florida would be changed drastically by the shifting winds of the
imperial crisis in the years immediately before the outbreak of the
American Revolution. However, in the 1760s, the threat of war
remained relatively unrealized by British women who busied themselves by passing the time by engaging in other diversions.
112. Rea and Howard, The Minutes, Journals, and Acts, 377-379. For more on the
legal pedigree of women's property rights under English common law in both
Great Britain and the colonies, see Amy Louise Erickson, Women and Property
in Early Modern England (London and New York: Routledge, 1993), 3-20; and
Marylynn Salmon, Women and the Law of Property in Early America (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1989).
113. Rea and Howard , The Minutes, journals, and Acts, 377-379.
114. Mary A. Petersen, "British West Florida: Abstracts of Land Petitions," Louisiana
Genealogical Register 18, no. 4 (December 1971): 37; and Gordon M. Wells, ed.
"British Land Grants-William Wilton Map, 1774," The Journal of Mississippi
History 28 (1966): 156. Also see Robin F.A. Fabel, "Boom in the Bayous: Land
Speculation and Town Planning in the Florida Parishes Under British Rule," in
A Fierce and Fractious Frontier: 17w Curious DevelojJment ofLouisiana Florida Parishes,
1699-2000, ed. Samuel C. Hyde Jr., 44-59 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2004); and Cecil Johnson, "The Distribution of Land in British
West Florida," Louisiana Historical Quarterly 16, no. 4 (October 1933): 539-553.
115. For more on the issue of land speculation in British Florida, see Charles L.
Mowat, "The Land Policy in British East Florida," Agricultural History 14, no. 2
(April1940): 75-77; Cecil Johnson , "The Distribution of Land in British West
Florida," Louisiana Historical Quarterly 16, no. 4 (October 1933): 539-553; and
Cecil Johnson , "A Note on Absenteeism and Pluralism in British West
Florida," Louisiana Historical Quarterly 19, no. 1 Qanuary 1936): 196-198.
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Immigrants used to the bustling social scenes of cities like
London, Boston, and Charleston no doubt felt isolated in the small
social circles of life on Florida's frontiers. Many women embraced
socialization opportunities during the evenings as their daytime
responsibilities usually consisted of chores vital more to their families' well-being than similar domestic concerns in the Floridas' sibling colonies. The nightlife of the British Florida offered settlers a
brief respite from the harsh demands of colonial life. Nights also
provided a tangible reminder that a more "civilized" and "cultured"
life did exist. Singing, dancing, playing cards, drinking fine wine,
and, of course, gossiping proved to be pleasant ways to pass the time
in the esteemed company of others during the evenings. However,
during the daytime hours, as their men governed the colony,
women often spent their day occupied with new domestic concerns.
For example, British women who lived in East and West Florida
spent much time learning to cook with the Indian citrus fruit. The
quality of one's orange marmalade, for example, was a mark of status in the colony for its wonderful taste and medicinal value.l 16
Dorothy Murray Forbes bemoaned to her aunt in Massachusetts in
1769, when she sent a gift of two pots of preserved oranges, that "as
I am but a learner, I fear they will not be so good as I could wish,
but hope my next performance will be better." 117 Not surprisingly,
some of the most powerful and affluent women tired of their
monotonous domestic tasks. Occasionally, when the weather was
fine, issues of domesticity would be set aside when the women
decided to join their husbands on pleasure jaunts into the country
that could last for several days, perhaps recalling the favored pastoral retreats so popular amongst the gentry in Great Britain during
the same period. Elizabeth Digby Pilot recorded her experience
during one visit to the Huguenot settlement at Campbell Town in
1767.U 8 "We made a party in summer to see it and were pleased
116. Governor Grant noted that the marmalade given to him by one Mrs.
Cunninghame, the wife of Dr. Henry Cunningham, physician to the garrison,
assistant judge, and deputy commissary general of stores and provisions, was
"very good," but "rather thick." Schafer, "The Diary of Governor James
Grant," 80.
117. Dorothy Murray Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Smith, September 8, 1769.
118. Campbell Town was a small settlement built on the Escambia River by French
Huguenot settlers in 1765. Located approximately 10 miles from Pensacola by
overland travel, or twenty miles travelling by river. See ]. Barton Starr,
"Campbell Town: French Huguenots in British West Florida," Florida
Historical Quarterly 54 (April1976): 532-547.
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with the situation ... " having travelled there via barge. Her close
friend, Rebecca Blackwell, accompanied Pilot. While there, they " .
. . enjoyed a pleasant week" during which they visited nearby Indian
settlements, put on impromptu musical concerts where Pilot played
her guitar, and ate fresh game caught by their husbands.l 19 Women
who did not have as much money as some of the "better sorts" of
women in British Florida socialized on a smaller scale, as their
economies allowed. For example, although it was located far
beyond the protection offered by the city walls of St. Augustine,
Mary Port Macklin was quite fond of visiting the Spring Gardenstoday's Fountain ofYouth Archaeological Park-to take Sunday tea
with female friends. 120 Such polite niceties, however, could be
instantaneously interrupted if the safety of the settlement walls was
needed in short order.
Usually a healthy trade-based economy ensured that at least cordial, if not friendly, relations were maintained between the British and
the local Indians in both East and West Florida particularly after
Governor George Johnstone in West Florida and Governor James
Grant in East Florida held successful Indian congresses in the mid1760s. Trade between the British and the Creeks and the Choctaws was
especially significant to the inhabitants of Pensacola. Fearing that they
might be contaminated by the "savage barbarity" of the Indians, British
women who lived in East and West Florida would have isolated themselves from Indian women. 121 Elizabeth Digby Pilot, while never interacting directly with the Indians, often observed them from a distance
when they came to the settlement to trade wild game, such as venison
and wild fowl. Pilot noted that the Indians traded goods "for which
they sometimes were given money, but preferred rum." 122 She also
observed that sometimes the Indian women accompanied the men on
their trade excursions to Pensacola, especially when the Indians
received rum as payment because it was considered "a horrid sight to
see an Indian drunk, for they howl and tumble about, and would be
very mischievous, but their wives on these occasions steal from them all
their weapons whereby they might injure themselves or others." 123
119. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 28-29.
120. Schafer, "The Memoir of Mary (Port) Macklin," 112.
121. Daniel S. Murphree, Constructing Floridians: Natives and Europeans in the
Colonial Floridas, 1513-1783 (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006),
102-107.
122. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 29.
123. Ibid.
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Pilot then added, in a seemingly resigned admiration that "all laborious work they [the men] leave to the women, as is ever the case in
uncivilized society." 124 In addition to coming into contact with Indians,
international politics shaped the experiences of British women in East
and West Florida. Even before the American Revolution unofficially
began in April 1775, the constant threat of warfare provided another
m<9or concern for women living in colonial Florida, as the British
colonies were considered geographic locales of frontier /borderland
interactions. 125 East and West Florida, the former north-easternmost
portion of the Spanish empire, was a crossroads in the international
Atlantic world. 126 As a result, inhabitants of East and West Florida,
including women, also dealt with the fear of border skirmishes with the
French and Spanish. The British relationship with their French and
Spanish neighbors was extremely complex and inconsistent. Elizabeth
Digby Pilot, while living in Pensacola, and thus in close proximity to
the m<Yority French population in Spanish-controlled New Orleans,
noted that she "was made uneasy by some apprehension of war with
Spain" while the French inhabitants in the city welcomed some of
Pilot's friends, like Rebecca Blackwell, to join them in celebrating carnival in the city in 1766.127
The initial phase of colonial growth and development in the
British Floridas would be drastically interrupted in 1775, when shots
were exchanged between the Massachusetts militia and British regulars in far-off Lexington and Concord. Almost overnight, Florida's
first phase of social development, one colored by an emphasis on
colonization and the establishment of British society within East and
124. Ibid.
125. A common definition of the term 'frontier' is offered by Jeremy Adelman and
Stephen Aron. Adelman and Aron define 'frontier' as "a meeting place of
peoples in which geographic and cultural borders were not clearly defined. A
common definition of 'borderlands' is also offered by Adelman and Aron
who define that term as a place of "the contested boundaries between colonial domains." See jeremy Adelman and Stephen Aron, "From Borderlands
to Borders: Empires, Nation-States, and the Peoples in Between in North
American History," AmericanHistoricalReview104, no. 3 (June 1999): 815-816.
126. For more information on the complex relationship shared by the British and
Spanish empires from a diplomatic and militaristic perspective-from both
the perspective of Florida and other North American settlements-see, J.H.
Elliott, Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America, 1492-1830
(New: Yale University Press, 2006).
127. Pilot, "The Autobiography of Mrs. Elizabeth Pilot," 30-31. For more on this
common colonial frontier/borderlands phenomena, see Daniel Usner,
Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy (Chapel Hill.:
University of North Carolina Press. 1992).
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West Florida, ended and the second phase began. Between 1775 and
1783, East and West Florida underwent a process that saw Great
Britain's fourteenth and fifteenth colonies become havens for displaced Loyalists from other southern colonies as the American
Revolution continued to drag on into the 1780s. 128
During the American Revolution, Elizabeth Pilot's fears finally
were realized when the Spanish launched a massive assault against
the British and their holdings along the Gulf Coast. The Spanish
commander, Bernardo de Galvez, began a three-month siege of the
city of Pensacola in March 1781.1 29 The British Governor of West
Florida, Peter Chester, wrote to Galvez on March 21 5\ inquiring as
to "the protection and security of women and children against the
calamities of war," noting that such a goal had always been viewed
"by cultured nations [like Spain and Great Britain] as the primary
object." 130 Galvez's response to Chester's plea was a gallant reaffirmation of Spain's desire to protect non-combatants. Galvez promised Chester that he would "give the most rigorous orders to the
troops and sailors in the expedition under my command, that
should not cause them the least extortion." 131 On occasion, a
woman's terror about the horrors of war could overlap with her fears
about childbirth. In March 1780, shortly before Galvez commenced

128. For more on the role of East and West Florida in the American Revolution,
see J. Leitch Wright Jr., Florida in the American Revolution (Gainesville.:
University Presses of Florida, 1976); William H. Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida
(DeLand: The Florida Historical Society, 1929); and J. Barton Starr, Tories,
Dons, and Rebels: The American Revolution in British West Florida (Gainesville:
University Presses of Florida, 1976).
129. For more on Galvez's campaign in the final years of the American Revolution,
see Overton G. Canong, "Spain's Role in the American Revolution," ElEscribano
13, no. 2 (1976): 51-56;John Walton Caughey, Bernardo de Galvez in Louisiana,
1776-1783 (Gretna, LA: Pelican Publishing Company, 1972); Bernardo de
Galvez, Yo Solo: The Battle journal of Bernardo de Galvez during the American
Revolution, ed. and trans. E.A. Montemayor (New Orleans, LA: Polyanthos,
1978); Virginia Parks, ed., Siege! Spain and Britain: Battle of Pensacola, March 9May 8, 1781 (Pensacola, FL: Pensacola Historical Society, 1981) ;James W. Raab,
Spain, Britain, and the American Revolution in Flarida, 1 763-1783 Qefferson, NC:
McFarland & Company, 2008); N. Orwin Rush, Battle of Pensacola: Spain's Final
Triumph Over Great Britain in the Gulf of Mexico (1966; repr. , Port Salerno, FL:
Florida Classics Library, 1981) ;James A. Servies, ed., The Siege ofPensacola, 1781:
A Bibliography (Pensacola, FL: John C. Pace Library, 1981); and Maria
Fernandez Snitzer, Bernardo de Galvez and His Role in the American Revolution
(Violet, LA: Los Isleiios Heritage and Cultural Society, 1996).
130. Gaspar Cusachs, ed . and trans. , "Bernardo de Galvez Diary of the Operations
Against Pensacola," Louisiana Historical Quarterly 1, no. 1 Qanuary 1917): 55.
131. Ibid., 56.
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the attack against Pensacola, Spanish forces laid siege to the settlement of Mobile. Elias Durnford, West Florida's lieutenant governor,
held command of the British outpost at Fort Charlotte. Durnford's
wife, Rebecca, who was living with Elias at Mobile, was pregnant at
the time of the battle and had to give birth on the floor of a hut within the fort. During her delivery, Durnford was "placed in a hut with
two other ladies, one of who (afterward the clever and accomplished
wife of Governor Johnstone) rendered her humane attention." 132
Her son, Philip, was born shortly thereafter on March 31st. 133 The
experience of Rebecca Durnford during the birth of her son Philip
illustrates how the challenges of childbirth and frontier warfare
could simultaneously affect a woman, unlike her male counterparts.
As the southern campaign of Cornwallis' post-Saratoga war
strategy made travel to and from East and West Florida perilous,
British women only travelled to the colonies for one of two specific reasons. The most common reason women immigrated to
Florida during the later years of the British period was to seek a
safe haven. Those women fled with their families to East or West
Florida to escape persecution for their Loyalist beliefs from
Patriot-dominated colonies like North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Georgia. Elizabetl1 Lichtenstein Johnston, wife of Dr. Lewis
Johnston, Jr., fled from her home in Georgia; she arrived in St.
Augustine in the fall of 1782. "We arrived there safely [from
Charleston] with many more Loyalists," Johnston wrote in her
memoir during the final years of her life. 134 During her sixteen132. Durnford, Family Recollections, 22. There is some confusion as to the identity
of the woman mentioned as having attended upon Rebecca Durnford during
her delivery in 1780. While Mary Durnford links the woman to George
Johnstone, such a connection is either a blatant mistake or extreme exaggeration. Governor George Johnstone left Pensacola in January 1767 and did not
return. He married his only wife, Deborah Charlotte Dee, o n January 31, 1782
in Lisbon, Portugal. It is highly unlikely that Dee was present in Pensacola
over two years prior to her marriage to Johnstone. It is more possible, but not
probable, that Martha Ford, a woman kept by Johnstone as his longtime mistress, was the woman who assisted in Rebecca Durnford's delivery in 1780.
Johnston e and Martha Ford had at least five illegitimate children whom he
acknowledged, including John, George Lindsay, James Primrose, Alexander
Patrick, and Sophia Johnstone. See Robin F.A. Fabel, Bombast and Broadsides:
The Lives of Geo-rge Johnstone (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1987),
165.
133. Durnford, Family Recollections, 22.
134. Elizabeth Lichtenstein Johnston, Recollections of a Georgia Loyalist, ed. Arthur
Wentworth Eaton (1901; repr., Spartanburg, SC: The Reprint Company,
1972), 74.
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month tenure as a Loyalist refugee in Florida,Johnston also noted
that she found life in St. Augustine to be very pleasant as " .. . I
never was in better health and indeed never was so fleshy as during my sixteen months' residence there." 135 Johnston arrived with
a flood of other Loyalists who had helped to swell the relatively
small population of East Florida from about 3000 to over 20000
during the final years of the Revolution. 136
A second, but less common, reason a relatively limited number
of British women journeyed to the Floridas during the war years
resulted from Great Britain's agreement to cede the territories of
East and West Florida back to Spain in return for the Bahamas, which
Bernardo de Galvez had captured on May 8, 1782, during the postwar peace negotiations. When it became clear that East and West
Florida would not remain British colonies after 1784, and the
Spanish government would return to govern its former colonies,
many British settlers began to sell what land and tangible goods they
could in anticipation of their impending necessary evacuation from
the colonies in favor of other areas still controlled by Great Britain.
Forbes was determined to take advantage of the eighteen-month
period of evacuation that lasted from early-1783 until mid-1785 in
East Florida in order to minimize her family's economic and property losses. When Dorothy wrote to her uncle, Dr. John Murray, who
also lived in England, for advice on what to do concerning the compensation due to her as Forbes' widow, the answer she received was
not very encouraging. "It is evident that when Mr. Forbes left St.
Augustine his property was confiscated. There was not much more of
personal effects than would pay his debts, for tho' he had a considerable landed property which in common with all the other inhabitants
is now surrendered to the Spaniards by the government." 137
Fiercely demonstrating her personal agency in the name of
safeguarding her children's economic legacy, Dorothy decided to
take matters into her own hands. Against her sons' wishes, Dorothy
traveled with her youngest son, Ralph Bennet Forbes, to view the
Florida holdings in the late spring of 1784. Thus, she was present
when the Spanish government completed a census of St.
Augustine that year. The census describes her as, "Forbes, Dona
135. Ibid. , 74-75.
136. Johnson, British West Florida, 148-149.
137. John Murray Forbes to Dorothy Murray Forbes, January 27, 1784, The James
Murray Robbins Papers, 1638-1899, Box 5, Folder 1769, Massachusetts
Historical Society, Boston, Massachusetts.
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Dorothea, [a] widow [who] wishes to leave the country; she has a
son and a female slave with her." 138 Unfortunately, Dorothy
achieved little in Florida. "Here I have been better than two
months, to very little purpose," Dorothy wrote to her sister
Elizabeth. 139 Eventually, like many other British Loyalists faced
with such overwhelming property losses during the final months of
the evacuation of East and West Florida, Dorothy gave up and left
Florida with hope of little recompense. 140
The final British ship sailed from St. Augustine in June 1785,
completing an eighteen-month evacuation that had begun when
the Treaty of Paris was signed after the American triumph at
Yorktown. 141 While the majority of British inhabitants, including
Mary Port Macklin, chose to leave East and West Florida for various
destinations such as Nova Scotia, the Bahamas, and Great Britain,
some men and women chose to remain in Florida and live under
Spanish dominion. 142 For example, Mary Evans remained in St.
Augustine until her death on September 30, 1792. 143 While the era
of the American Revolution and British dominion in the Floridas

138. Spanish Census of St. Augustine of 1783, East Florida Papers, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.
139. Dorothy Forbes to Elizabeth Murray Robbins, July 8, 1794, James Murray
Robbins Papers, 1638-1899, Box 5, Folder 1784, Massachusetts Historical
Society, Boston, Massachusetts; James Murray to John Forbes, June 28, 1769,
The James Murray Robbins Papers, 1638- 1899, Box 5, Folder 1784,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Massachusetts.
140. Despite the fact that a claim had been filed with the British government for
the loss of approximately 5745 acres of rural property and three lots and
houses in St. Augustine with a claimed value in excess of £5495 sterling, the
government awarded Dorothy £817 sterling. Wilbur Henry Siebert, Loyalists
in East Florida, 1774 to 1778, Volume 3 (Deland, FL: Florida State Historical
Society, 1929), 360.
141. For more information on the transition of East and West Florida from British
to Spanish control, please see Robert L. Gold, Borderland EmjJires in
Transition: The Triple-Nation Transfer of Florida (Carbondale: Southern Illinois
University Press, 1969) ; Carole Watterson Troxler, "Loyalist Refugees and the
British Evacuation of East Florida, 1783-1785," Florida Historical Quarterly 60,
no. 1 Quly 1981): 1-28; Joseph B. Lockey, East Florida, 1783-1785: A File of
Documents Assembled, and Many of Them Translated (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1949); Helen Hornbeck Tanner, zespedes in East Florida,
1784-1790 (1963; repr. ,Jacksonville: University of North Florida Press, 1989);
Sherry Johnson, "The Spanish St. Augustine Community, 1784-1795: A
Reevaluation," Florida Historical Quarterly 68, no. 1 Quly 1989), 27-54; and
Susan R. Parker, "Men Without God or King: Rural Settlers of East Florida,
1784-1790," Florida Historical Quarterly 69, no. 2 (October 1990): 135-155.
142. Schafer, "The Memoir of Mary (Port) Macklin, " 116.
143. Griffin, "Mary Evans: A Woman of Substance," 59-62.
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would end in 1784, their effects would continue to be felt by many
women who had lived in East and West Florida for years to come.
In many ways, the lives of Mary Evans, Mary Motte Drayton,
Rebecca Walker Durnford, Dorothy Murray Forbes, Elizabeth
Lichtenstein Johnston, Mary Port Macklin, Elizabeth Digby Pilot,
and Miss Row highlight the common profile of British women who
immigrated to East and West Florida during the British period and
their experiences. While the demographic profile of these women
closely mirrored that of many of their counterparts who had immigrated to the southern colonies of Virginia, the Carolinas,
Maryland, and Georgia during the late sixteenth, seventeenth, and
very early eighteenth centuries, they did not equally reflect the
lives of women who lived in the other British colonies during the
same period. In a time when the Daughters of Liberty fueled their
patriotic support for American independence during the years of
the Imperial Crisis by fashioning homespun garments and drinking liberty tea created out of their own garden's cuttings, British
women in East and West Florida struggled to create and perpetuate British society in colonies that had barely emerged from infancy before Massachusetts militia fired the famous Shot Heard
'Round the World on Lexington Green. 144

144. The common profile of women who lived in British Florida most closely
matches the results of the analysis of women ·who lived in the Chesapeake
region during the seventeenth century conducted by Lois Green Carr and
Lorena S. Walsh. First, white women had almost exclusively been born in
Great Britain, i.e., England, Scotland, Wales, or Ireland. Second, if immigrant
women remained in the colony for an extended period, they faced considerably shortened life spans due to illness and disease. Third, multiple marriages
would often occur in an area where kinship relations were established within
the colony as opposed to without. Fourth, and finally, more men than women
immigrated to the colony affecting the population demographics. With the
exception of Carr and Walsh's third consideration regarding marriage and
kinship relations in colonial Maryland that simply did not have enough time
to develop in the Floridas before the British defeat during the American
Revolution permanently interrupted immigration to British Florida, their
profile holds true for colonial British Florida between 1763 and 1784. Carr
and Walsh, "The Planter's Wife," 542. For more on the lives of women who
lived in the colonial south during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
see Lorena S. Walsh, "The Experiences and Status of Women in the
Chesapeake, 1750-1775," in The Web of Southern Social Relations: Women, Family,
and Education, eds. Walter]. Fraser Jr., R. Frank Saunders Jr., and Jon L.
Wakelyn (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1985), 1-18; Kathleen M.
Brown , Goodwives, Nasty Wenches, and Anxious Patriarchs: Gender, Race, and
Power in Colonial Virginia (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1996) ; Debra Meyers, Common Whores, Vmtuous Women, and Loveing Wives: Free
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Between 1763 and 1784, colonial society in East and West
Florida birthed a new microcosm of British colonial society. The
rise and fall of British social and cultural norms in Florida represent a heretofore untapped resource that may help scholars of
colonial America, imperial Britain, and the larger Atlantic world
further understand the nature of life in British North America
before the American Revolution. The historiography of colonial
Florida has been one that much ignored the study of the social
experiences of women who lived there and other gender issues for
two reasons. Historians have overlooked the dominion of the
British in the history of East and West Florida either due to an
assessment that appropriate primary source materials remain
scarce or an evaluation that the British era in the Floridas was too
short in duration to merit significant study and consideration. This
study of the experiences of women who lived in the British Floridas
challenges that notion. It by no means seeks to serve as the definitive work on issues of gender in the British Floridas. Instead, it is
hoped that this study will serve as a starting point from which more
complex and nuanced questions about the role women played in
shaping the social, cultural, political, and economic fortunes of
Great Britain's fourteenth and fifteenth colonies can be asked and
answered. Simply put, British women did live in East and West
Florida between 1763 and 1784. It is now time that their lives and
their contributions be reintegrated into the larger narrative of the
eighteenth-century Atlantic world.

Will Christian Women in Colonial America (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 2003); Kirsten Fischer, Suspect Relations: Sex, Race, and Resistance in
Colonial North Carolina (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2002) ; Cara
Anzilotti, In the Affairs of the World: Women, Patriarchy, and Power in Colonial
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